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SUBJECT: HAITIAN REFUGEES IN CUBA 

REF: PORT AU PRINCE 2468 (NOTAL) 

1 . DANIEL SUPPLICE, DEPUTY IMMIGRATION DIRECTOR, ADVISED 
EMBASSY 3 JULY THAT HE HAS TENTATIVELY AGREED WITH CUBAN 
GOVERNMENT TO THE RETURN TO HAITI OF ABOUT 217 HAITIANS WHO 
LANDED IN CUBA IN THE LAST YEAR OR TWO EN ROUTE TO THE BAHAMAS 
OR THE U.S. THE HAITIANS DO NOT WANT TO STAY IN CUBA AND 
SUPPLICE DOES NOT BELIEVE THEY WILL POSE ANY PROBLEM FOR THE 
GOH. HE DID NOT AGREE TO THE RETURN OF HAITIANS WHO HAVE 
BEEN IN CUBA FOR A LONGER PERIOD SINCE, HE SAID, THEY HAVE 

TO BE CONSIDERED AS CUBANS. TIMING OF THE RETURN OF THE 
RECENT ARRIVALS WAS NOT STATED, AND IS PRESUMABLY DEPENDENT ON 
AGREEMENT OF AND SATISFACTORY ARRANGEMENTS BY GOH. 

2. WITH REFERENCE TO THE CURRENT WAVE OF HAITIAN MIGRATION 
TO FLORIDA FROM BAHAMAS, SUPPLICE SAID HE EXPECTED IT 
COULD ALSO LEAD TO AN INCREASE IN MIGRATION FROM HAITI DIRECT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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TO THE U.S. THE ABILITY OF HAITIANS TO GET INTO THE U.S., 

AND THE SUBSEQUENT PERMISSION GIVEN TO THEM TO STAY 
AND WORK IN THE U.S. UNTIL THEIR CASES ARE ADJUDICATED 
IS GETTING VERY BROAD ATTENTION IN HAITI. COMBINED WITH 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE DEPORTATIONS FROM THE BAHAMAS, HE SAID, IT WOULD 
NATURALLY ENCOURAGE POTENTIAL MIGRANTS AND TRIP ARRANGERS 
TO TARGET THE U.S. 
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